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e FIRST DAY OF PESACH 1979

G-d when he commands Moshe about the taking of the lamb he tells Moshe to tell
the whole community of Israel when Moshe relays the command he tells the Elders.
Also, when G-d tells the Jewish people to put the blood on the door he doesn't
say how. Moshe tells them to use a hyssop. Why? Pesach is the holiday of

the Jew par excellence. Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur are more holidays for
humanity. Pesach teaches us to be compassionate. In the Seder we relive
slavery. We symbolically feel its pain and suffering. To be a Jew you must

be compassionate. We are accused of being sentimental. Jews are known as

soft touches. Everybody who wants to raise money knows to come to us. How

do we teach compassion? We teach it by showing that we're all vulnerable. You
can't be humble, you can't be really a mentsh unless you realize you're
vulnerable. Every Jew at Pesach learns that he's vulnerable., How is this
taught? By the elders. When a child learns that his father could be enslaved
his father could fail through no fault of his own he learns to be compassionate.
Because same things could befall hi@. That's why Moshe told people to take

the hyssop. BRecause the hyssop is a plant which grows everywhere, on walls,
etc. without soil. The Jews, too, can be bettered but we will always come

back even if we don't have soil. We'll overcome. We can exist on just matzah.
Our vulnerability will not destroy us because G-d will always help us to come
back. We don't teach self-control for self-control sake because that can make
a person cruel. We teach how to be compassionate. We're vulnerable even elders
but we can come back.

Story about parents who wanted son to give up candy. They said they'd give up
liquor. Son said, "But I just saw you driﬁking wine". They said, "We're
giving up hard liquors". He said, "I'll give up hard candy".

That's not the way to teach compassion.




